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To « Young Minister of the Gorpel. 


LETTER IX. 

Sir—In our last, we gave you 
a sketch of the dreadful persecu- 
Sone 8 und dispersion of the ancient 
Waidenses; we now purpose to 
if ve vee a brief account of what 
is commonly called the reforma- 
iON. 


The ope ning f the. sixteenth 
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furnished with two eng:nes. which 
long expericice had taugh: them 
to use with a dexterity equa! to 
that with which the heroes of an- 
tiquity availed themselves of the 
shicid andspear. Wher schemes 
of ambition and aggrandizément 
were to be pursued, the Pope, as 
a temporal prince, could enter in- 
to alliances. raise supplies. and 
furnish his contingent of troops, 
so as effectually to carry on an of- 


ecntury furnishes a memorabie fensive war; but no sooner was 
epocl: in the christiar history— he endangered by defeat, anc a- 
the Popes. victorious over the lermed or the safety of his own 
most of their enemies, lolled at government, than he resorted jor 


ease in the ciiair of St. Peter; the 
poor persecuted Waldenses in the 
south of France had been twice 
inhumanly butchered and dispers- 
ed; those who inhabited the vallies 
ef Piedmont. oppressed, harrass- 
ed, and hemmed in in such a’ 
mianner, that if any of them ven-. 
tured out, it was at the peril of 
of their lives; so that these ene-' 


shelter to his pontifical hes: an 
loudly called Upon all Christen- 
dom to defend from violence the 
head of the holy church. 

Thus fortified on every hand, 
they bid defiance to every dances. 
while their only solicitude WaS, 
how to fill their coffers with mo- 
ney, to support them in their are 


rogance, pride and luxury. Leo 


Mics of the church (as they were} the Xth was raised to the pontiii- 
called) were rather objects of con- cate in 1513, and soon after his 
tempt than fear; and as to the, elevation, sent out a number of 
feuds snd contentions which the! Deonmiitican friars into the several 
Popes frequently had wich he so- countries of Fr rope to preach u 

Veveigns of Europe, they were) and sell induageneses to all wid 
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“vho were able and willing to pur- 
chase them; promising the pur- 
chaser, that without any respect 
to the persons, or their sins, a 
free exemption from a/l sin, past, 
present, or future, both in this 
if “vorid, and the world to come. 

Ci When we consider the dispen- 
a gations of Providence, it appears, 
a) | that God, in his wisdom, had been 
Hil! gradually preparing the way for 
relief of his suffering peeple.— 
Learning began to revive in Eu- 
rope cowards the close of the ele- 
venth century, ant from about 
that time, had been gaining gra- 
dually on darkness and ignorance. 
The art of Printing was invented 
in the fifteenth century, which 
was follewed by a general circu- 
‘ation of books,*® and consequent- 
ae Ty. of a general. diffusion of iearn- 
oh) $ng aud information, not only a- 
| mong the higher orders, but also 
amongst the lower claeses of the 
people so that the way was pre- 
pared for the light to penerate in- 
to the dark places of the earth, 
which were full of lhe habitations 
ef cruelty. 

Martin Luther was a native of 
Aisleben in Saxony, and a monk 
of the Augustinian Lremites.— 
His genius was truly great and 
nohic; his memory vast and te- 
32cious; his patience In support- 
x iriels. labours, and difficulties, 
incredible; his fortitude and mag- 
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Bit ic.ity invincible, and indepen. 
d< ; on the \ icissituces of human 
affitrs; his learning was very ex. 
tensive, considering the age inj 











which he lived; he was deeply 
versed in the theolopy and philo-! 
sophy that were in vocue in the 
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*Pefore the art of Printing! 

aI qvase ciscovered, the booka were! 
all : ’ rid _aehickh rendered | 














them very scarce and very dear., 
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schools during this century, eng 
had been appointed professor of 
divinity in the Academy that \ aq 
been reeently erected in the city 
Wittemburg, by Frederick the 
wise, elector of Saxony; where 


he taught with the greatest repy, 


tation and success. 
The first opportunity which 


‘this great man had of unfolding tg 


the view of a blinded and deluded 
age, the truth which had struck 
hid astonished sight, was offered 
by a dominican, whose name wag 
John Tetzel; this bold and enters 
prizing monk had been chosen on 
account of his uncommon inpu. 
dence, te preach and proclaim: ia 
Germany those famous indu! gen. 
ges of Leo X. which adminisicr. 
ed the remission of ail sins, pre. 
sent, past, and to come, however 
enormous their nature, to those 
that were able to purchase them, 
The frontless monk executed his 
iniquitous commission, not only 
with matchless insolence, idee 
cency and fraud, but even carried 
ni6 Implety so far as to derogate 
from the ail-sufficient power and 
influence of the meriis of C/ris:® 
\t this, Luther, net able to sme 
ther his just indignation, raised 
his warning voice, and, in ninety. 
ive propositions, maintained pubs 
iicly at Woestembure on the 30tb 
of September in the year 1517, 
censured the extravagant extom 
tion of these questors, enc plainly 
pointed out the Roman Ponuff as 
a partaker of their guilt, since he 
suffered the people to be seduced 
by such delusicna, from placing 


———— 
— 





* This audacious monk, among 
many impious assertions, had 
said, “ That he had saved more 
hell by the sail of in- 
han Peter had don® 
bi preaching the Geapes, 


fwigerences, € 
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«heir principal confidence in Jesus 
Christ. the only proper gPeect of 
their trust. This was the con 
mencement and foundation of that 
memorable rupture and revolu- 
tion in the Church, which hum- 
ble the grandeur of the lordly pon- 
tifis. and eclipsed so great a part 
cf their glory.’ 

To give you any thing like a 
detweiled account of the reforma- 
tion would preatly exceed our li- 
mils Let it suffice to observe, 
tha: «bout this period Ged raised 
Up mehy worthy instruments to 
ef«ci his gracious purpose, seve- 
.% ie most powertul princes 
efih<« Cerman Empire favoured 
the reformation, and screened the 
reverer c head of Luther, and his 
2seociates, {fom papal vengeance. 
About the same time that Luther 
a Sé€q hie } Ope ) . Germany, 
Wiric Luingle, a canon of Zuric 
in dterrzeriand. amanoft uncom- 
mon courage, learning and piety, 
laic the foundation of a reforma- 
tion among the Swiss Cantons; 
also John Calvin, a native of Pi- 
raised his voice 


cai lrance, 
ID ce of the truth, but being 
pers ed 0 his own country, he 
harrcwiy esc: ‘ped their fury and 
flec to Switzerland, and finally, 


became 
ehurch in the 
where he stood a firm and ad € 
pillar of the reformation as long 
as he lived, and by his superior 
talents in preac hing and writing. 
his wisdom and firmness in church 
government and discipline, did 
much geod to the cause of God. 
In short, in about a eentury fron 
the first opposition to the Pope 


pastor of the retormec 
city of Ger 


by Luther, not only the greater 
p: oi Germany, but 2isc Den- 
<a 





* Mosheim, cent. xvz. chaft. ul. 
“Acc. kL, 
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England, Scote 
land, Ireland. Switzerland, and 
the united provinces of Flodland, 
&c. embraced the principles of 
the reformation. and threw of 1 
galling yoke of papal tyrarny— 
But did the Popes sit sii and 
tamely suffer their crifi to be thus 
spoiled. and their PHosuy Cie ity 
prostraicd’ No, they leveiled 
their papal thunders at the heads 
of the reformers, but they had 
row lost their force end fic: icy; 
they excited the sovercigns of - 
Europe who still adhered to them 
to take up arms io revenge thea 
quarrel, and exterminate the Aere- 
tics, but all in vai True it is, 
many battles were fought, and 
much blood wes spilt. Massacres 
were resorted to. fres were kin- 
dled, and gibbets erectec, so that 
we mey say the foundation of the 
reformation was cemented with 
the bloo: of martyrs; but still the 
ceod work went on. and the word 
of the Lord grew, and multiplied 
exceedingly. 

We are not to understand that 
ell these reformed churches a- 
dopied the same rule of faith and 
disc pline. No, amongst these 
pious and noble reformers, we 
find a diversity of sentin ent. and 
for men. however wose 
and virtuous, » Just emerging trom 
the cCarkness of Popery, can be 
expected to see only in pari; hard 
it is, indeed, for mortals to get 
free on a sudden. from their for- 
mer principles, customs and pre- 
juc lices Luther did not get en. 


murk, Swecoden 


no woneer. 


urely clear of the pops. doctrine 
of transubstention, true: did 
not agree to the absurd opinic n, 
that, the bread and wu he 
eucharist were changes ‘ 
rea! body and blooc oi ¢ t 
he ? = } the re all 


Ddieod ol Christ, in ah indescribgy 
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ble manner, were actual! iy receiv-tof prayer, her hte gy, her fitee 


ed with the bread and wine; this: 
epinion, which is called consub- 
stantiation, was reeeived by the 
Lutheran churches—he also re- 
tained several ceremonies in di- 
vine worship which smell very 
strong of Popery. The system 
of church government adopted by 
him, seems to be different from 
either episcopacy, or presbyicrial 
government, he thought a subor- 
dination among the clergy neces- 
sary, and therefore placed the 
governmené of the church in the 
hands of a few men of eminence. 
who formed a council, called a 
consistory. ‘The several princes 
of the German Empire who re- 
ceived the sentiments of Luther. 
cach one established and regulat- 
ed his system by law, in his own 
The king of Sweden 
tablished the same system in an 
cpiscopal form. Thus, Luther 
anism became a national establish 
ed church. 
 Zuingle, on the other hand, in 
fhe reformed church which hé 
pianted in Switzerland, removec 
@very thing which savoured oi 
popery in the least degree, an 
en ndexvoured to reduce the chris- 
tian worship as near its or 
simplicity as — c. a e taught 
giet the bread and wine 
‘Lord’s Supper, were 
more than symbols of the a 
body and blood of Christ, he es 
@lished a perfect puta 8 a 
mongst the ministry of the Ge s 
pel, anc in the government of th 
@hurch, gave the greatest latituds 
to the por the civil ie 


nothin: 
5 | 
Ubi: 


er of ne 
trate. T e ee ‘lis! hag ot re- 
mo ed from the Roman Catholic 
as little as 


with tie wrinciples of the refor- 


! 


. 
% ' '} r’ 
ik. } le Ww 4 


{ past { p 


' 
in Lil’ 


could ey consistent 


and ceremonies, her festivals ong 
holy-days, her priesuy vestments, 
together with her strenuous per- 
tinacity in favour of episcopal or- 
dination, and regular successiom 
of the priesthood, scem_ to havea 
streng savor of popery.” 

John Calvin, the ereat ref 
er of Geneva, seems to have stcer- 
ed as near to the primitive moce 
of worship, church discipline cod 

povermment aS Was con polls 
with the genius and circ: ‘le 
ces of the age In whi e lived 
he taught that Christ was civine- 
ly present in the Eucharis t 
purely in a spiritual scrs ud 
n 

e 


Tme 


that the benefits of his ned 
were pal 
oniv by 

That Mt 


:ken ot iD thai Orc imnat¢ 
the faithful belirevcr.— 


form of church govern cnt 


which he preferred, lett very iit- 
Ue ior the civil magistrate. exc: pt 
to protect the church. Thsicrm 


of government was ado; te, w th 
some sriall shades of cd iivre: Ce, 
owing chiefly to local s11.e¢.n 8 ene 
h of Geneva, S¢- 

of ao i wig 


ces by the chure 
v4 ral of ihe Stetes 
scotiand, and States oi f Hi 


7 Ue 
' . 3 ' ree ‘ : 
besices by a number of detached 
England. France, the 
2 
Netherlands. and several other 


ountrics ol lurope a ae 
hurches obta ty the name of 
The Reforme to distungenish 


ihe ; utherans. The 
yinity taught by Cale 
vin stl goes by his name, and 
his systen: hurch governn ent 


re 
. oF iis 


LTi¢ it) {ro tik 


of Cc 


tie S2tii¢ cd that 








* 7): {) ‘6 CLlOrTs of 
‘touligg who 


‘the Church of 


boast ¢ of an wiiil’e- 


i }, 


terrupited succession to their bish- 





.@ 
Church government, her SCt s01Ti8 yt heir credit or neté 
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have derived it f: 
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Tt is wort! Vy < 
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mark noi it € 
ily who fran: 

ihe laws and politics of ancient 
In pires. Kingdoms and States, 
were unanimously of the opinion, 
thet no governm ent could be com- 
pret’ without some kind of reli- 
gious system engrafted th: any 

they yudged nce ssary to a 

ewer three imporant purposes 
tiz: Ist. To bind the members 
oi the same community in unity 
ef opinion as well as of interest 
anc safety—2dly, to promote SU- 
bo: tion and obedience to the 
r powers—ancd 3dly, to in- 
Spire courage, intrepidity, and 
econtidence im their wars, either 
effensive or Cefensive. Accord- 


if} chi 


NDS 
*?} 


: . + iat ttc in oe 
incvlvy. we discover, that all the 
Various rites and reiigvious instutu- 


ti ? ~ t ty * 3 } ei ¢ . yi } > 
wers of tne ancicit or mocern 


he ren nations, are subser ient 
we re. or allot these purposes, 

When Corstantine the Great 
a ced the Christian system, 
i ( : is In}! re Ht I ‘ lf Or 
; HianKt i > Scry t to tr 
} S (; riiy en- 
¢ bid bt cruiing par- 
ty who called themselv Ca- 
tv (nul anc Dé cuted 
ran iv i i s. bi t oO eC 
I ¢ iro} t 

i 

¢ ‘S ' } \ O was ( | 
L. pretended fi whe 
to i > {oT - 
& 1s ) Cit S$ Oi 
t COnSC} . @ 3 
b yp d +t 
< a if i nad p¢ 3 34 
Pp \ Ny Ot i VC { I is- 
. ~ C 7 Li 
3° - i ' 7 ci the 
al oo oe G [ i l RJa Lai 
Gox ers fat d the orthoc 
and persecuted e al il 
short. 1 seeme | r 
ol c: ! 
l@ persceuie b he iai 


ie 


ruling party, and thus it continus 
ed cown to the reformation. It 
cannot be doubted, but that Lu- 
ther, Calvin, Zuingle and their 
associates, were noble, good, and 
virtuous men; but if they had 
any ideas of a ch urch to be dis- 
tinct and separate from the cone 
trol of the civil 1 magistrate in ece# 
. cleahaatieal affairs. it would have 

been accounted seditious to have 
mentioned such plan; but it 
very probable that the idea of such 
a pla never entered their minds; 
they had early imbibed, and were 
attached to the principles of pedoe 
baptism. which is well adapted te 
the nature of a national church; 
accordingly, their systems were 
esicblished into national forms, by 
the sovercigns of Europe whe 
er:braced the refermation, who 
were more or less tolerant to those 
who dissented from the national 
reiigion, according to their differ- 
ent political circumstances —The 


Gov ernment of F.ngiand seemed 


less tolerant than some othe 
ers—Quveen Ejlizabeth got the fa- 
s act of uniormity passed, 

nd the dissenters were crucily 
persecuted. The government of 
ly ihe red to the Pope and 
his D: r" 7 but the reformed reli- 
viol) gained ground in many of 


* . a } . ~ 
the provinces. hat th: 
‘ 


reiorme 


ee Gee ME Oe. | oe 
qcnurcnes were neeriv matcn 
for the Catholics, who by way of 


: ; % 
Col cInp \ We ica vicm Aug “UENO fag 


by a deep laid plot, which was 
promptly and puelly execu cd, 
upward of sixty thousand of them 
ry ik Cru cil 4 cre dq in One 
: . ‘ Tr ’ 
night in the city of Paris. and se- 
veral other cities of France on the 
eve ol ae Hatichereos dav, 
LS73 T) Hucuerots to 
rms dact . clive 
} aiter 
uch bieodshed, terminated in 
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favor of the refor ned churches, 
fhose liberty of conscience and 
other previlk eges, Were secur: “d 
by the edicto fNaniz. This edict, 
after having been observed about 
ane hundred years, at the insti- 
gation of the perfidious popish 
party, was revoked by Louis XIII 
in the year 1685. A dreadful 
sce ic ensued, the cruel enormi- 
ties of which beggars all descrip- 
tion; t corrents of bleed were spilt, 
and nearly a milhon of the useful 
and ioya! subjects of the F ayaa 
kine were butched or driven int 
exile. The provinces of | folland, 
&c. were also persecuted by the 
king of Spain in the most sangui- 
nary manser, being not able to 
bear the crucl yoke any longer, 
they took up arms, and by their 
bravery delivered themselves from 
under the crucl Austrian yoke, 
esiablished chet ork gop aes & 
adopted t he system of Calvin 

as their national religiot 
than their neighbours, they gave 


Pony ur . 
‘ but Vi ise} 


a aps toleration to christians of 


a! ominations in the tree ex- 
ercise tar relizion, according tothe 
dictates of conscience. 

We have notice? in our for- 


‘mer numbers. the crue. nersecu- 


: re . zo VR.) 
T1948 and Gwspersigns of wre VV Bi- 
} ,c % . ‘ | \ . 7 > : oF 
qenses in tne soucnern moavinces 
oe! france, and aiso the testimony 
y - 7, sn aa? 44 + ‘ ' ‘Rr t, -_* 
)° ia 4 +i S. tilde AALELLUOCES 


of them «vere to be tound im al- 
country in Europe;” 
r ig dispersed, they were 
Winder he necessity of worshipin 
God 1n ag private manner as pos- 
sible; their scattered churches 
having little or no intercourse 
with cach other, it is no wonder 
if, under such circumstances, a 
varie v of sentiments found place 
rs’ chem: certain it, is from 
Dest 21 arities we h 


uLer part, or very 


IS 


— pw 

é 
>») 
a 
ec 
eo: 
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aA 
Cd 

a 
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bably, the whole of these ancien: 


christians rejected the bap is. of 
infants; yet it is stated DY So ce 
writers, that some of these churci- 
es,* under the pressure of perse- 
cution, and other distresses, ad- 
mitted infants to baptism, and 
consequently joined communion 


whith the reformed ciurches of 


France. 

As soon as the reformation wa 
set on foot by Luther and his 
at the poor persecuted 
Wealdenses, elated with joy bes 
Meas measure, beran to preach, 
and propagate their scnlinicnt. 
With great zeal and ardor, they 
soon attracted public notice, and 
about this time began to be cailed 


a nabap fists by their enem 10 
te cage" od that they heid th rin- 
ciple of re-baptizing such as had 
bee vn formerly baptized; ihis prin- 
ciple they det ny, and assert, that 


“they never rebapt ized any per- 
son who had been baptized ac- 
cording to the commands of J-sue 
Christ.” Doctor Mosheim in- 
forms us the orgin of these peo- 
mle was hid in the remote de/iths 
of antiquity; that, in the dawn of 
the reformation they “started up 


all of 2 sudden in severa! un- 

tries at the same point o! Ne, 
? 1 ¥* ry 

under leaders of cifferen its, 

and different intentions:’’ and that 


ney ‘+ considered themse! ves the, 


descendanis of the Wuidenses, 
who were so previously o oppress- 
ed and persecuted by the despot- 
ic heads of the Roman church.” 
He further adds, «It may be ob- 
served in the first place at the 
Menonites | anabapti ts | are not 
entirely mistaken when they boast 
oftheir descent from the Wal- 
denses, Petrobrusians, and o \er 


——— 
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losteim, cent. 16, Chefs 2s 


pro- flart 2, sec. 8, far. 2, 























Srcicnt se@s. who aré iS 
eonsider das witnesses 4 
gic io Umes of universal dark 
ness and superstition. ‘ Before 
the rise of Luther and Calvin, 
there lay concealed in almost all 
@e« countries of Lvrofe, particu- 
lury in Bohemia, Moravia, Swit- 
geriand and Germany, many per 
eons, who adhered tenaciously to! 
¢h: foilowing doctrine, which the’ 
“hg 0M WwW. icklifites, and Hus- 
giies, had maintained, some ina 
more disguised, and some in a 
more open and public’ manner, 
viz :—That the kingdom of Christ, 


Pauly 
rie 


er he visible church he had es- 
¢abiished on earth, was an assem- 
bi. of real saints, and ought, 
@her-tore, to be inaccessibie to the 


wicked and unrighteous, and also 
exempt from all those institutions 
which human prudence suggests 
@ oppose the progress of iniqui- 
@ or to correct and reform trans- 
Gi >oors. oe 

Pinis maxim, though exhibited 
& ambiguous terms, may be com- 
prehended in the following pro- 
posiuions, hame vy :=—Ist. That the 


visivie church ought to consist of 


Bone but real believers, or those 
who, in the judgment of charity, 
tvere tho’t to be such.—2d. That 
th: church had no other power, 
@.v to exclude from their com- 
ti ion such members whose mo- 
= a es inconsistent with 

: preceps of the Gospel, and to 

rect heen in no other manner 
dan simly to exclude them from 
the privileges of membership in 
the church.—3d. That the state 
er c ivil government ou; rht not to 


ierfere in matters pu rely of an 


ecclesiastical nature; but to pro-ily of a 


'progress thereof, the ma-contents 


of | 


2, Se noner ana Srferk. 


tect all peaceable citizens 1n the 
new — 

- Losheim, 16. Afist. 
ge 4ned. @és. Vv» ari 3 { . 





cent. 
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vee apd unmolested exercise of 
heir religion. 


These principles have been res 
duced to practice in our happy 
and highly favored land of Liberé 
ty; and although they were often 
held out, and insisted on, from 
the earliest ages of christianity; 
yet they were generally accounted 
seditious, or at best chimericaly 
until it pleased God in the dis 
pensations of his wise providencey 
that the happy experiment should 
be first made and realized in this 
western world. 


The progress of the /nabafte 
tists (as they were called) was vee 
ry rapid; numbers joined theit 
communion, of different classes 
and complexions, and with differe 
ent views; most of their preachers 
expected no new revelations nos 
supernatural aid, but insisted that, 
by the assiduity and vigilance of 
the pastors and churca membergy 
the church could be easily pre« 
served in as pure amanner as wag 
consistent with man in his impere 
fact stete; those of this rationa§ 
class preached obedience to the 
reigning powers, and some of 
them made a matter of consele 
ence of bearing of arms, serving 
in wars, or shedding the blood of 
their tcllow men. 


It happened about this time, 
1525, thai the peasants in several 
provinces ot Germany, being sore- 
ly oppressed by their tyrannical 
feudal lords, took up arms for the 
recovery of their liberties, or at 
least, sume mitigation of their 
grievous servitude. This war, 
at first, seems to have been pure- 
civil nature, but in the 


were augmented by certain fane- 
ical preachers te wit: Alunzer, 


It is said, 
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that Munzer, who jis called 

Anubapiist, was the leader of thi 
faction, and pretended to be 

vinely inspired ; ; this, in some de 
gree, changed the complexion of 
this destructive war: for the ob 
zeci se she to be, not only to ob 


tain their civil liberty, but also to 
erect a ’ re un! spoted potted 


kin * But ea seditious 
cr eae was routed at d dispersed,| | 
wl hou! much ditlic ulty by the 
elector of Saxony and other prin- 
ces;, Munzer, their ring-lead YT, 
Ignominious!y put to death, and 
his factious counsellors scattered 
abroad in ditferent parts.” 


Some years after this, about! 


2530, a fanatical preacher of the 
@aire glamp as Afunzer, whose 


= 12 poor 
tireason than 


| ' 5 ~- . . > 
| ASS, purary YVECr2use It Was ap 





j ords, evercised without mercy @ 
er poer tenants and : ssals, 
‘ihwith redoubled vengeance og 
Anabantists, for no othe 
that there were a. 
igst the numerous body of in. 
surgents, a few ignorant fanatical 
) epee and others, who went 
ot Ae he name of Anaba aptist $; and 
hose conduct was wholly disap- 
proved by the body of sober and 
inoffensive members of that soci. 
etv. But the innecent and wullty 
were confounded in the comion 
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and which they had received froin 

their ancestors tor time immemo- ‘ 
rial, “that the civil magistrate | 
ought not to interiere In * 8)- : 


name was John Block old, some-| astical matters. or in 0! 


dimes called John of Leyden. with' 


Several associates. wave out that 
he bad received a divine commis- 
. gion to establish a pure and spiri- 
ay, ‘tual kingdom; he and his associ- 
as ates co lected a multitude of fol- 
th Bow they scized on the city 
: @f /+ ster, deposed the Magis- 
traies. and erected a visionary 
hierarchy which they ealled the 
mew Jerusalem. ‘John Biock- 
hold was prociaimed ki: g and le- 
gisiat cor of this new kingdom; but 
his reign was transitory and his 
end acpiora. @. 
Munster we, takcn, atier a long 
acire by iis bis sop and sovereign, 
Couri Woleeck, tue new Seruia. 
lem of ‘he Anab:ptusts destroyed 
and is mock nonarch punished 
with an ignominious death.t 
These seditious tumults, which 
principally originated in the ty- 
rancvical oppression of despotic : 
* Mosheim, century 16, gec. }, 
chap. 2, friar. 22. 
ibid, sec. 3, fart 2; 
ar.7. 








chap. 3, 


tor the city of 





’ 
 - . ene | . et } 
tnat the church and st “it 
to be kept distinct and separice; 
U3iS wag cnourh; Ko iwas et 
the highest degree of s — 


The princes of Evirope were a- 
larmed at it; p laws were eve 
ry where enacted AP UIS. the .47a@- 
bahtists as a pestilent seditious 
people; the innocent and the uil- 
ty were @Mnrounded; thev were 
dispersed _ driven from place; 
but at length numbers of them 
found an ai nm in the pacihe 
united provinces of Holland, whe 
established a free toleration to alb 
denom)ations of peaceable c \ris- 
tiana, and where there are any 
churches of them to this day. 

We have given this short sketch 
‘which we believe to be correct) 
concerning the insurgents of ‘rer- 
many, in which the \Anabaptiss 
aré commonly repor. o have 
acted so conspicuous a part.—as 
Some modern writers, ei! her thro’ 
ignorance or malice, after relling 
us imighttful stories about ‘’ud.er, 
Munzer, Stork, Join of ©. ydeny 

jand tag mad men ef Munster; 













‘To a Young Minister—The Blacks of our Country. 


Would have thie people to believe 
that this was the first origin of the 
Anabatitiste, and that the modern 
Boptists sprung from these fana- 
tics.— We are ready to acknow- 
Iedve, that the name of Anabap- 
gist originated abeut this time, 
but it was only a new name given 
toa people who existed a long 
time before; besides, it discovers 
a degree of il} nacure to brand an 
ancient and respectable commu- 
nitv, because a lew fanatics, were 
colied members of their sect.— 
We ask where shall we find ans 
denomination of Christians, who 
has never had any wicked men 
amongst them! The L-nglish 
Baptists ought not to be stigma. 
tized or account of any cisorders 
amongst those of Germany : for. 
although both may justly claim « 
descent from the ancient Wal- 
denses; yet there undoubtedly 
were many Baptists in Englanc 
above a century betore the refor- 
metion, and very probably some 
of ihem had existed there fron 
the cariv ages of the Gospel.— 
But suppose the Baptists canno 
trace a regular succession of their 
aocietv down to the present peri 
od: yet they uncoubtedly possess 
an su hentic record of their or! 
QT, ch may be seen, Mathev. 
3, pter. &e. 





ee eel 


The blacks of our country de- 
mand attention. 

A writer in the .Vew-Fork Chriatian 
@eraid, on this su! ject, observes: 

*¢ Ubat they are eager for 
moral instruction, no one can 
ever doubt, who has seen with 
What attention and feeling they 
bang upon the lips of the speak- 
er who addresses them on the 
Suh.ime subject of veligion.— 
ZLonce saw two slaves, both. 
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of whom were more than 70 
years of age, who walked six- 
teen miles, after finishing their 
daily tasks, that they might 
inquire of aclergyman © about 
Jesus.” And I shall never for- 

get my feelings on my visiting 
an old dying negro in the low 
country ofthe south. if was 
at breakfast time, while on a 
plantation, that a houschold 
servant entered the room. and 

told his master that* old Adam 

was dying.”” Incompany with 
the owner I went to visit the 
negro, about forty rods from 

the master’s house. The dy- 
ing African was in a little hut 
not over ten feet square. built 
of sinall logs. with the inter- 
stices filled with mud, anda 
small chimney at one end, 
made of the same materials — 
The ground constituted the 
floor, and two rude little bench- 
es. a small iron keitle, ana a 
tin cup, were the principal tur- 
niture. The old negro lay in 
one corner of the hut, on soms 
dry moss, with which the coun- 
try abounds, and asmali chiid 
of perhaps two or three year 

old. was sitting on the ground 
by his side. The other ne- 
grees were in the field. Hs 
expressed great joy and thanke 
fulness that I had come te see 
him, for his mind was much 
troubled on some points of re- 
ligion Which at that moment 
very deeply concerned him.— 
i listened to his questions, solv- 
ed his dovbts. and gave him 
such mstruction as his case res 
quired. At first. he seemed in 
darkuess and doubt. He had 
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Occasion!) heard the mstrue 
tions of e@ pisus Methodist 
preacher, but he needed that 
Yight and knowledge which 
seemed too big for his compre 
hension. The master stood by 
wwhile LT staid, and was silent. 
After conversing with him sear 
an hour, all at once a new 
fi¢ht seemed to flash upon his 
tnderstanding, the character 
of the Saviour appeared clear 
and distinct, and the cloud 
which had mantled feturity, 
wes removed. As Pileft tim, 
he took my hand with the grasp 
af death, and parily 
himself from his bed of mogs, 
with fears al from his 
eyes, he exclaimed, sO. mas- 
sat me much thank you—me 
now happy The plain tatk 
you give about good book make 
me ery joyful—O, how good 
thing to know hew to read 


PAISsinNe 


hook—me, oid seven never 
be made read—-—ne\ "Fore 


keow ail such things f— 3 die. 
massa, and I bless you much. 


| 

for talk so easy—QO. massa! 
4io think of other poor black 
mich like me—they no know 
avi’ such thing—thes Ho liap- 


sol the last 

as | left (ie cot 
f Vere —se UD, rood butlk 1° 
In stew hours he was dead, ! 
ane the negroes buried him — 
Wid any person smile at my 
weakness in that DT atter ards 
Cropta tear over the forgot. 
ten anol where 


py iike me 
woids i hear 


e ,reirrr 
(2; . 
A‘ Ts LS cre ‘ 3) 
Mr 
ole “a ia SM —_—o@ af i | 
> 


‘city besieged, who 


* ‘ ' 
he was buvica. | 
than OH SETIbU 


‘worse than the 





Macks of our @ountry—Crtevineg of the Sp vis, 


SECM teas be caiieg an Age of 
jrevivals as Well a: of INISSIONE, 


ithe re are few places in which 
some mvy 
are enquirers on the great sul. 


not be found who 


sect of religion A‘l that are 
serious aie nO anxteus, nop 
are all that are anx ous deeply 
convicted. Judging from the 
example furnished in Scrip. 
ture, we should be led to con. 
clude that the work of convie. 
tion was always short. Ii it 
he so, and il the mission of the 


Sprit be the last effort of God 


to save sinners, then there can- 
not be a more iiteresting pe- 
riod in a sinner’s Itfe than that 
of conviction. Then God igs 
striving With him. but be vas 
said, my sprrit shall not GiWays 


streve wah mans then € i 
calls, fo-day. uf yewillhea Jus 
VoOICe. haruen noi Moa € t. ‘ - 


but io may be the test «ais s— 
$/raiti ua i? be, ame t! ™“ s*° j 
hear. the alaonw will 


only render him im 


buse to 


i Se Sie 


ble to danger. the ighioi. one 
Vivcital hil why iiAaay ihe 
darkness of Sin mere appal- 
ling ki an imaividual Who 


been ar 
Ber Libor bs Lie Suvioul ‘s KtioCKe 
Ing af the heat. succeecs in 
holdiig out aganist the call of 
Aer Oh e isk the ro ouanitants ata 
Withstand 

as time 
to fortify himself, and what 
once excited fear, now passes 
for an idle dream. and m more 
iis last state ts 


CAS mused Lo ae y Ce. 


thie first AsSaiiii. nc 


f° sat ey CO} vVielion IS | hs 
Wa pivot. ib IS Lue CraSrs Ol 


“vst. A sine’ 


ee ft Oe et fee LO Oe 


a » R* — as pow 


4» gm heed 





Grieving of the Spirit. 


uighbemne. Unless he imme- 
date'n ov Gwithout delay, sub- 
mit t God and embrace the 
Sevicur, he may be Jeltto take 
up the lamention, the harvest 
is past. the summer is over. and 
Jam notsaved. During are- 
cent powerful revival of reli- 
gis in this place, which was 
6) xtensive that in a large 
erection of the town, not more 
then three were found una ffect- 
e|}. one individual among oth 

e's who was the head of a 
swell family, who had wasted 
by dissipation. a handsome 
property that had been left to 
him by a relative, was arrest 

ec in his career of iniquity, 
ant he began te inquire with 
great solicitude, men and bre- 
thren. what must Ido? At an 
auxtous meeting. at which a 
great number were present, 
anc seme of his former com- 
panions of sin. who like him 
had gone to every excess, he 
eaid. © if there be the least 
Coubt still lingering in any 
person’s mind. as to the reali- 
tv of religion or the present 
visitation of the spirit. let them 
look at me: you know my for 

mer aversion to all that is 
good, especially to places of 
wership, and nothing but the 
Spirit of God could have bre't 
me here, & forced from me this 
confession.’ Yet he did not 
heartily turn to God: a secret 
attachment to some sin, like 
the worm at the root of Jonah’s 
Sourd, withered every leaf of 
promise, and he returned era 
dually to his former course.— 
if possible, he seemed to be 


1e9 


farther from God than ever: 
his conscience appeared to be 
seared as with a hot tron.— 
He continued thas hardening 
his heart from the fear of God, 
till this last fall, when he was 
brought upon a bed of sick- 
sickness. His fears awoke— 
he was filled with the most 
dreadful apprehensions of im- 
pending ruin. He requested 
the friends of religion to visif 
him, but utterly refused to sco 
any of his companions in sins 
their appearance increased his 
agony, antl he ordered them 
to leave his presence. Ele fre- 
quently alluded to the revival, 
and remarked that the renicme 
brance of his sins im grieving 
the Spirit, and afterwards op- 
posing the werk of Srace. fill- 
ed him with unutterabie an- 
guish. Ue had a mother. but 
she seemed abandoned of God 
and man. Her example had 
confirmed him in trarsgres- 
sion. While standing beside 
his beé, he looked upon her 
with the keenest feeling. and 
said. ««O my mother. you have 
ruined my seul forever—you 
have murdered me, and now I 
must perish forever.” A!tho” 
his words were barbed arrows, 
they fell at ber feet; she was 
past any impression; such is 
the hardened infiuence of sin. 
As he drew near to death. his 
conceptions of the realties of 
eternity became stronger and 
more vivid. He was told that 
his extremities were cold — 
“Oh.” said he. my head 
is warm. I seem to feel the 
flames of nerdition kindling on 
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never satisficd but ina croavd, 
or when in a continual round 
of pleasure, is very itisth ely to 
Inake a tender and prident 
husband. Should sickness or 
distress draw near, dey Her ttye 
onit he would fly from their 
lapproa WERE | b “auly alone 
excited his passion, tt would 
cease to exist when vou are 
deprived of those attractions 
ict 


orfune was his tiducement, 
that will Ekewise soon lose its 
aiue on iis sardid mind : ard 
i Very person wiio brourht 
rm ot ae ‘\ un for wie’: he 
hed. will be considered as 
he crend obstacie to ts enpey, 
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THE BIBLE. 


*Vis the Book of my God; ’tis my guide to the sky.; 


I will love it, and read it, and follow its light: 
Miay L live in its truth! In its trath may € dre? 
if 1 follow this book | shall never know night. 


Here I reac of the patriarchs and prephets of old ; 
And of wonders before. and succeeding the flood-: 

And, the chief point of all, these blest pages unfold, 
flow the Saviour for man on the cross shed his blood. 


In this volume, T read of a judgment to come ; 

And of mansions prepared for the good and the bad: 
We shall ail soon obtain an unchangeable home ; 

Ard the wicked shall mourn, and the righteous be glad. 


*Tis the Book of my God; ’tis the source of my joy ; 
*Uis my lamp and my guide in the regions of night. 
For a while let my foes and vexations annoy ; 
Xet eternity coiucs witha full blaze of light. 


Evangelical “Megaxine, 


—~<— - 
LINES ON THE LARK. 


How sweet ts the Song of the Lark, as she springa, 
‘ho welcome the morning, with joy on ber wings! 
‘Che higher she rises. the sweeter she sings, 

And she sings when we see her no wore. 


When storms and dark clouds bide the sun from our sight, 
i 3 } . sag) ’ ! 

She has mounted above them, she shines in his light; 
There, far from the scenes, which disturb and ¢ fricht, 
She foves lier gay music to pour. 


It is thus with the Christian; his willing soul flies 

‘l'o welcome the day-spring, whic h streams from the skies; 
He is drawn by its glorious efulgence to rise, 

‘Towards the region te om Whence it is given. 


He sings on his way from this cloud cover’d spot, 
‘Piie quicker his progress, the sweeter his note, 
When we hear it no longer, the soug ceases not, 
kit biends with the chorus of Nedvén® 


[End of the first volume,] 
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